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May 15, 1908 



PERU. 

Reportn from Callao — Inspection of vessels — Plague In Chilean ports — 
Smallpox ahated in Lima — Status of plague in Peru. 

Assistant Surgeon Wightnian reports, April 7 and 13: 

Weeii ended April 4. 

Two vessels were dispatched, the German steamship Anuhis, with 
a crew of 63, 15 cabin passengers and 38 steerage, and the Brazilian 
training-ship Benjamin dmstant, with a crew of 410. 

Plague in Chile is reported as follows: -Valparaiso, 5 cases, with 3 
deaths, in two weeks ended March 21; Antofagasta, 12 cases, with 4 
deaths, in two weeks ended March 25; still present in Iquique and 
Arica. 

Smallpox has much abated in Lima, but is still present in that city, 
and there are also ji few cases in Callao. 

Plague in Peru is reported as follows by the Director de Salubridad: 
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Santa Eulalia is a village on the railroad from Lima. 

Week ended April 11. Three vessels dispatched, with an aggregate 
personnel of 125 crew, 105 cabin and 48 steerage passengers. Two 
fumigated before departure. 

From Chile the following is reported by bills of health: Valparaiso, 
clean, April 1; Antofagasta, 20 cases of plague, with 3 deaths, in two 
weeks ended April 4; Iquique, plague present April 6; Arica, plague 
present April 7. 

No statistics on plague in Peru have been received since my last 
report. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reports from, Manila — Cholera abating in Manila and the provinces — 
Opixmi -prohihition — Measles on tra^nsj^oi'ts — Inspection of vessels. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, March 20 and 24. 

Week ended March 14. At Manila 1 case of cholera occurred, with 
2 deaths, and 2 cases of smallpox, with 2 deaths. 

During the week consular bill^ of health were issued as follows : 
March 10, the United States army transport Bix., with 137 in the crew 
and 9 passengers, was granted a bill of health for Seattle via Nagasaki. 
All persons on board were inspected at the hour of sailing. March 13 
the British steamship Teucer, with 90 in the crew, en route from Glas- 
gow to Seattle and Tacoma, was granted a bill of health, after the 
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usual inspection. March 12, the British steamship Taiyuan, with 75 
in the crew and 20 passengers, en route from Hongijong to Zambo- 
anga, was granted a supplemental bill of health after the usual inspec- 
tion. March 14, the British steamship Kennebec, vriih 51 in the crew, 
en route from Shanghai to Boston and New York via Cebu, was granted 
a supplemental bill of health. The cargo was certified and the per- 
sonnel inspected prior to sailing. 

Week ended March 21. In Manila there was 1 case of cholera, 
with 1 death. 

Opium prohibition. — The act of Congress which forbids the use of 
opium in the Philippine Islands, except for strictly medicinal or scien- 
tific purposes, went into effect March 1, 1908. So far as can be learned, 
no especial hardship has been caused by the operation of the law. For 
instance, more than 200 Chinese were treated at the San Lazaro Hos- 
pital for the opium habit, and of these comparatively few suffered very 
much from the gradual withdrawal of the drug, and more than 75 per 
cent were discharged as cured from that hospital after three weeks' 
treatment. It is yet too early to state whether the conditions are as 
favorable as the surface indications seem to show, there being, of course, 
always a possibility that considerable opium is >stored away, or that 
the same is being smuggled into the country. It ma_y, however, be 
stated with a reasonable degree of certainty, with regard to the patients 
treated at the San Lazaro Hospital, that among all those who were 
accustomed to take the drug by means of the pipe, there was little 
difficulty in giving up the habit, but with those who took it by mouth 
it was more difficult, and those who had been in the habit of using it 
hypodermicall}^ were found to suffer most upon its withdrawal. 

Cholera. — During the week only one case of cholera was reported for 
the city of Manila. In view of the fact that the total of deaths from 
all causes during the past few weeks has dropped to about the normal 
for this period of the j'ear, it is believed that cholera has practically 
disappeared in the city. 

There has also been a great reduction in the number of cholera cases 
reported for the past- week in the provinces, the total number not 
reaching over 10 in the entire archipelago. 

Header. — The transport Crook, which arrived here March 18, had a 
number of cases of measles on board during the voyage from San 
Francisco, one case being detected among the first-cabin passengers at 
the time of the vessel's arrival. It is noteworthy, however, that dur- 
ing the past five years practically all the transports which have sailed 
from the United States with a regimental organization aboard have 
had measles occur before reaching the Philippines. A rather severe 
outbreak of this disease, indirectly traceable to transport infection, 
occurred in Manila last December, and made it necessary to close some 
of the public schools of the city. 

During the week consular bills of health were issued as follows: 
March 16 the British steamship Momhisa, en route from Sabang to 
Cebu, with 31 in the crew, was granted a supplemental bill of health, 
after the usual outgoing inspection. . March 17 the United States Army 
transport Bufm'd, with 152 in the crew and with 671 passengers, was 
granted a bill of health for San Francisco via Nagasaki and Honolulu. 
The crew and steerage passengers wei'e bathed and their effects were 
disinfected at Mariveles. At request of Army, on account of measles, 
the vessel was disinfected twice during her stay in port. All cargo and 
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baggage was either disinfected oi- passed, and so certified. All persons 
on board were inspected immediately prior to sailing. March 17 the 
French steamship Lowisor, with 82 in the crew and with 16 passengers, 
en route from Yokohama to Cebu, was granted a supplemental bill of 
health. All persons on board were inspected at the hour of sailing. 
March 17 the British steamship Tsinan, with 70 in the crew and with 
61 passengers, was granted a supplemental bill of health for Zambo- 
anga, after inspection of the pei'sonnel. March 18 the Norwegian 
steamship Skogstad, with 26 in the crew, en route from New Castle to 
Cebu, was granted a supplemental bill of health, after an inspection of 
the vessel and personnel. , 

Quarantine transactmis of the Service in the Philippine Islands 
during the month of Feljruary, 1908. 

Port of Manila. 

Bills of health issued 340 

Vessels inspected 313 

Passengers on arriving boats inspected 6, 994 

Persons vaccinated 34 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 9, 288 

Members of crews on arriving sailing vessels inspected 1, 051 

Persons quarantined for observation, suspects and contacts 40 

Persona bathed and effects disenfected 220 

Persons remaining in quarantine from January 40 

Persons in quarantine 40 

Vessels remaining in quarantine from Januar}' 1 

Vessels in quarantine 1 

Steamships disinfected 1 

Steamships partially disinfected 1 

Steamships fumigated to exterminate vermin 6 

Sailing vessels fumigated to exterminate vermin 5 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 313 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 58 

OUTGOING. 

Vessels remaining in quarantine from January 2 

Vessels entering quarantine during the month Ill 

Vessels remaining in quarantine February 29 6 

Steamships sailing without quarantine inspected and passed 110 

Sailing vessels sailing without quarantine inspected and passed 68 

Steamships disinfected 1 

Persons' remaining in quarantine from January 93 

Members of crews quarantined 3, 510 

Passengers quarantined 1 , 615 

Persons remaining in quarantine February 29 204 

Members of crew on vessels inspected 8, 161 

Passengers on vessels inspected _. 5, 278 

Members of crews bathed and effects disinfected '. 172 

Passengers bathed and effects disinfected 1, 100 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 3, 671 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 2, 599 

Pieces of miscellaneous cargo certified 29, 840 

Port of lloilo. 

Bills of health issued , 9 

Vessels inspected 85 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 597 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 1, 825 

Members of crews on arriving sailing vessels inspected 470 
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